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Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany – February 7, 2021 

Prelude                                                                                                   Kris Claeys 

Welcome and Prayer Concerns  

We Prepare Our Hearts for Worship                                         

*Invocation & Confession  

Holy and Mighty God, we come before you in humility asking for your 

healing touch upon our lives.   

We have sinned against you, by things we have done, and by things we 

have failed to do.   

We admit that our sin and unbelief has caused us to be distant from your 

Word and will, and that we need your saving grace upon our lives.   

O God, hear now our humble prayers of confession.  

(Time of Silent Confession) 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, not because you are worthy, but because He alone 

is righteous, can we now come to hear this word of promise:  that in love for fallen 

world, God sent Jesus the Christ to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  So, by 

the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you your sins in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  AMEN 
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*Hymn: “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”      

 

Henry F. Lyte, John Goss    PUBLIC DOMAIN 

*Prayer of the Day 

Stand watch over your family, O Lord, that we who depend entirely on your 

heavenly grace may always be protected in the mighty fortress of your love; 

through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  AMEN 
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First Reading: Isaiah 40:21-31 

Psalm: Psalm 147:1-12 

Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God! 

 how pleasant it is to honor him with praise! 

The Lord rebuilds Jerusalem; 

 he gathers the exiles of Israel. 

He heals the brokenhearted 

 and binds up their wounds. 

He counts the number of the stars 

 and calls them all by their names. 

Great is our Lord and mighty in power; 

 there is no limit to his wisdom. 

The Lord lifts up the lowly, 

 but casts the wicked to the ground. 

Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; 

 make music to our God upon the harp. 

He covers the heavens with clouds 

 and prepares rain for the earth; 

He makes grass to grow upon the mountains 

 and green plants to serve mankind. 

He provides food for flocks and herds 

 and for the young ravens when they cry. 

He is not impressed by the might of a horse; 

 he has no pleasure in the strength of a man; 

But the Lord has pleasure in those who fear him, 

  in those who await his gracious favor. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 9:16-27 

The “Not Just for Kids” Sermon   
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*Gospel Song: “He Is Exalted”     

 
Twila Paris © 1985 Mountain Spring Music  All rights reserved.  Used by permission.  CCLI 11089040 

Gospel: Mark 1:29-39 

Sermon                                                                              Pastor Tom Christenson  
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Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”     

A mighty fortress is our God, A sword and shield victorious; 

He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod   And wins salvation glorious. 

The old satanic foe has sworn to work us woe! 

With craft and dreadful might   He arms himself to fight. 

On earth he has no equal. 

No strength of ours can match his might!  We would be lost, rejected. 

But now a champion comes to fight,   Whom God himself elected. 

You ask who this may be?  The Lord of hosts is he! 

Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God’s only Son, adored. 

He holds the field victorious. 

Though hordes of devils fill the land   All threat’ning to devour us, 

We tremble not, unmoved we stand; They cannot overpow’r us. 

Let this world’s tyrant rage;   In battle we’ll engage!   

His might is doomed to fail;   God’s judgment must prevail! 

One little word subdues him. 

Piano Interlude 

God’s Word forever shall abide,   No thanks to foes, who fear it; 

For God himself fights by our side   With weapons of the Spirit. 

Were they to take our house,  Goods, honor, child, or spouse,    

Though life be wrenched away, They cannot win the day. 

The Kingdom’s ours forever!  
Martin Luther  TR Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978, Concordia Publishing House  One License.Net A-719715 

Affirmation of Faith  

We believe in one God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the true and living 

God, who created all things.  He is worthy to receive glory and honor and 

praise.  

We believe in the Lord Jesus Christ; the firstborn of all creation.  In Him all 

things in heaven and on earth were made.  Being in the form of God, He 

emptied himself, and was born in human likeness.  For our sake, He became 

obedient to the point of death - even death on a cross.  He was raised on the 

third day, and now lives and reigns exalted in the heavens. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the presence of God who is with us always.  

God’s Spirit, brings us to faith, sustains us in life, and is fully present in the 

Word, the Sacraments and the lives of the faithful ones of God.  AMEN 
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*Sacrament of Holy Communion: 

 Words of Institution, Our Lord’s Prayer and Post Communion Blessing 

*Prayers of the Church and Benediction 

*Song: “Shout to the Lord”    
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Darlene Zschech © 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong/Woundrous Worship  All rights reserved.  Used by permission.  CCLI 11089040 

*Call to Service: Pastor: Go in peace, serve the Lord! People: Thanks be to God! 

Postlude          

Coborn’s Receipts are due to the church NEXT SUNDAY, February 14th. 

Watch for Lenten service information!  Ash Wednesday is February 17th. 
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First Reading: Isaiah 40:21-31 
21Do you not know? Do you not hear? Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have you not 
understood from the foundations of the earth? 22It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and 
its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads 
them like a tent to dwell in; 23who brings princes to nothing, and makes the rulers of the earth as 
emptiness. 24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the 
earth, when he blows on them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 
25To whom then will you compare me, that I should be like him? says the Holy One. 26Lift up your 
eyes on high and see: who created these? He who brings out their host by number, calling them 

all by name; by the greatness of his might and because he is strong in power, not one is missing. 
27Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the Lord, and my right 
is disregarded by my God”? 28Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the 
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his 
understanding is unsearchable. 29He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he 
increases strength. 30Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; 
31but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like 
eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 9:16-27 
16For if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For necessity is laid upon me. 
Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 17For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward, but if not 
of my own will, I am still entrusted with a stewardship. 18What then is my reward? That in my 
preaching I may present the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my right in the 
gospel. 19For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more 
of them. 20To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became 
as one under the law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win those under the 
law. 21To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of 

God but under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. 22To the weak I became 
weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might 
save some. 23I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings. 24Do 
you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that you 
may obtain it. 25Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable 
wreath, but we an imperishable. 26So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. 
27But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should 
be disqualified. 

Gospel: Mark 1:29-39 
29Immediately Jesus left the synagogue and entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James 
and John. 30Now Simon’s mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, and immediately they told him about 
her. 31And he came and took her by the hand and lifted her up, and the fever left her, and she 
began to serve them. 32That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick or 
oppressed by demons. 33And the whole city was gathered together at the door. 34And he healed 
many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons. And he would not permit 
the demons to speak, because they knew him. 35And rising very early in the morning, while it was 

still dark, he departed and went out to a desolate place, and there he prayed. 36And Simon and 
those who were with him searched for him, 37and they found him and said to him, “Everyone is 
looking for you.” 38And he said to them, “Let us go on to the next towns, that I may preach there 
also, for that is why I came out.” 39And he went throughout all Galilee, preaching in their 
synagogues and casting out demons.  


