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Hope Lutheran Church 

Ash Wednesday 

Galatians Play by Play – One Gospel 
February 17th, 2021 

 “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting 

Him who called you in the grace of Christ 

and are turning to a different gospel”. 
Galatians 1:6  

Ash Wednesday is the beginning of the season of Lent, a season in the church 
year when we intentionally focus on the passion of the Christ.  Lent spans the 
days from Ash Wednesday, through Holy Week.  During these weeks, the 
parament colors are purple to reflect the solemnity and somberness of the 
season.  In the times of the early church, Lent was the time when candidates for 
baptism would fast and undertake a time of preparation for their baptism on the 
eve of Easter.  As part of today’s worship, all will be invited forward to receive the 
imposition of ashes.  The ashes remind us of our sinfulness and need for 
repentance, as well as the new life that is ours in the merits of Jesus Christ 
alone.  As we receive the ashes we will once again hear the Gospel 
proclamation: “Repentant sinner, child of God, you have been sealed with the 
cross of Christ forever”. 
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Prelude                                                                       Kris Claeys    

Welcome and Invocation 

Confession of Sin (Adapted from Psalm 51) 

Pastor:   Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;  

People:   according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.   

Pastor:   Wash me through and through from my wickedness,  

People:   and cleanse me from my sin.   

Pastor:   For I know my transgressions,  

People:   and my sin is ever before me.   

Pastor:   Against you alone have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight.   

People:   So, you are justified in your sentence and blameless in your 

judgment.   

Pastor:   Indeed, I was born guilty, 

People:   a sinner when my mother conceived me. 

Pastor:   You desire truth in my inmost being; 

People:   therefore, teach me your wisdom 

Pastor:   Purge me from my sin, and I shall be clean;  

People:   wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.   

Pastor:   Create in me a clean heart, O God,  

People:   and renew a right spirit within me.  

Pastor:   Cast me not away from your presence,  

People:   and take not your Holy Spirit from me.   

Pastor:   Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 

People:   and sustain in me a willing spirit. 

Pastor:   Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

People:   and sinners will return to you. 

Pastor:   Deliver me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation, 

People:   and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance.  

Pastor:   O Lord, open my lips,  

People:   and my mouth will declare your praise. 

Pastor:   For the sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit, 

People:   a broken and contrite heart, God will not despise. 
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(Time of Silent Confession) 

Thanksgiving Over the Ashes 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People:   And also with you. 

Pastor:   Let us pray:  Eternal God, in life, in death and in life beyond death 

you alone are God. With but a word, you called us into being from the 

very dust of the earth, and it is into that dust that we shall return upon 

death.  We ask only that in the gift of these ashes, your eternal Spirit 

might rest upon us in our infinite humanity, reminding us of our 

continual need for your saving grace, that in repentance we might find 

forgiveness, in living, faith, and in life, your everlasting peace.  We 

pray this in the name of your Son, Jesus the Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  AMEN 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 Words of Institution and The Lord’s Prayer 

The Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion  

Pastor:  “Repentant Sinner, Child of God,  

            you’ve been sealed with the cross of Christ forever.” 

People:    “Amen” 

Following the Imposition & Sacrament: 

Pastor:   People of God, having been marked with the ashes we are reminded 

of our sinfulness. 

People:   Lord, forgive and restore us! 

Pastor:   Having partaken of His body and blood, we are assured of the 

forgiveness of our sins. 

People:   Lord, give us faith to see the cross as the means to our 

salvation. 

Pastor:   Having been united with Him with Him in a death like His, may we be 

united with Him in resurrection like His! 

People:   Amen.  Come Lord Jesus, come! 
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Hymn:   “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”                         

Text:  based on Claudia F. Hernaman, para. Gilbert E. Doan, Tune:  Psalter, Edinburg  PUBLIC DOMAIN 

Scripture Reading:  1st Peter 4:12-19 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, 

as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as 

you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his 

glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, 

because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 15 But let none of you 

suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 16 Yet if anyone 

suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that 

name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it 

begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of 

God? 18 And “If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly 

and the sinner?” 19 Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will entrust 

their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.  

Sermon:   “Galatians Play by Play – One Gospel” 
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Hymn:  “O Word of God Incarnate”                                             

Text:  William How, Tune:  Neu-Vermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen   PUBLIC DOMAIN 
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*Prayers of the Church and Benediction 

*Hymn:   “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”                                             Next page 

 

Isaac Watts, William Croft  PUBLIC DOMAIN 

*Call To Service   Pastor: “Go in Peace. Serve the Lord!”    

 People:  “Thanks be to God!” 

 

Join the Coach next Wednesday: 

“Galatians Play by Play – One Faith” 


