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*Indicates stand if able.

Fifth Sunday of Easter – May 2nd, 2021
Prelude

Kris Claeys

Welcome and Prayer Concerns
We Prepare Our Hearts for Worship
*Invocation & Confession
Almighty and merciful God, from the very creation, you have desired for all
people to believe and trust in you. Yet, in our fallen nature, we neglect to
place ourselves in your care, and follow as you so faithfully guide. Hear us
now as we pray to you. Wash us from our sins. Sanctify us in your truth, so
that we may hear and believe that you have made us righteous in your sight.
(Time of Silent Confession)
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Brothers and sisters in Christ, by faith we can know that God is the one who continues
to pursue us, even when we have distanced ourselves from Him. By faith we can claim
God’s spirit power, that convicts us of sin, yet also shows us the path to life. So, as you
have now confessed your sins, and repented of them, God would have me proclaim this
word to you that you are now forgiven (+) in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. AMEN

*Hymn: “As the Deer”

(Next page)

*Prayer of the Day
O God, you make the minds of the faithful to be of one will. Grant that your
people would love what you command and desire what you promise, that,
among the manifold changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed where true
joys are to be found; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. AMEN
First Reading: Acts 8:26-40
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And he rose and went. And there
was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who
was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was
returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit
said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30So Philip ran to him and heard him reading
Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31And he said,
“How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with
him. 32Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he
was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he opens not his
mouth. 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For
his life is taken away from the earth.” 34And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask
you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip
opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about
Jesus. 36And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch
said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38And he commanded
the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and
he baptized him. 39And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried
Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip
found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the
towns until he came to Caesarea.
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Psalm: Psalm 150
Hallelujah! Praise God in his holy temple;
praise him in the firmament of his power.
Praise him for his mighty acts;
praise him for his excellent greatness.
Praise him with the blast of the ram’s horn;
praise him with lyre and harp.
Praise him with timbrel and dance;
praise him with strings and pipe.
Praise him with resounding cymbals;
praise him with loud clanging cymbals.
Let everything that has breath
praise the Lord. Hallelujah!
Second Reading: 1 John 4:1-11
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Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are
from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this you know
the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh
is from God, 3and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is
the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world
already. 4Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is
in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5They are from the world; therefore
they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. 6We are from God.
Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us.
By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 7Beloved, let us love one
another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows
God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9In this
the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the
world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
11
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
The “Not Just for Kids” Sermon
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*Gospel Hymn: “There’s Something About That Name”
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Gospel: John 15:1-8
Jesus said, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every branch in
me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean because of the word that
I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5I am
the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not abide
in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered,
thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you,
ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified,
that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.”
1

Sermon

Pastor Tom Christenson

Hymn: “You are the Way”

Text: George W. Doane Tune Psalter (Edinburg) PUBLIC DOMAIN
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Affirmation of Faith
We believe in God, who brings forth life from death, joy from sorrow, blessing from
trials;
We believe in God, who always is with us and ever for us.
We believe in the Christ, who suffered death for our sake.
We believe in the risen Christ, who now reigns with God the Father eternally.
We believe in Jesus, who strengthens our faith through the bread and in the wine.
We believe in the sacrament’s power to bring us unto life and salvation.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, who creates faith and keeps us united in the truth.
We believe and place our faith in the Triune God, who will one day, bring all
believers into His heavenly kingdom. AMEN
*Sacrament of Holy Communion:
Words of Institution, Our Lord’s Prayer and Post Communion Blessing
*Prayers of the Church and Benediction
*Hymn: “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”

LBW 221

Sent forth by God’s blessing Our true faith confessing,
The people of God from his dwelling take leave.
The supper is ended. Oh now be extended
The fruits of this service in all who believe.
The seed of his teaching, Receptive souls reaching,
Shall blossom in action for God and for all.
His grace did invite us, His love shall unite us
To work for God’s kingdom and answer his call.
With praise and thanksgiving To God ever living,
The tasks of our ev ‘ry day life we will face.
Our faith ever sharing, In love ever caring,
Embracing his children of each tribe and race.
With your feast you feed us, With your light now lead us;
Unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living With praise and thanksgiving
Give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.
Text: Omer Westendorf © 1964 World Library Publications All rights reserved. Used by permission. CCLI 11089040
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*Call to Service: Pastor: Go in peace, serve the Lord!
People: Thanks be to God!
Postlude

Welcome to Hope Lutheran!
This week at Hope:
TODAY
9:30 AM
Sun 5/2
10:45 AM
10:45 AM
10:45 AM
Mon 5/3
6:30 PM
Wed 5/5
6:30 PM
Sun 5/9
9:30 AM
10:45 AM
10:45 AM

Worship w/Holy Communion followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School
Women of Hope Meeting
Choir Practice
Men's Bible Study
Choir Practice
Worship followed by Coffee Fellowship MOTHER’S DAY
Sunday School
Choir Practice

Luncheon Reservations for the 10th Anniversary Celebration are due TODAY.
Please sign up at the Welcome Center,
text Kurt Dickson at 354-6993 or e-mail Cliff Hadley at clothco605@gmail.com .
The Plus+One Guidance Center Baby Bottle Fundraiser continues until Mother’s Day.

Bottles are still available at the Welcome Center. We are also accepting bags full of
change, folding money, and checks through next Sunday.

Coborn’s Receipts for February/March/April are due to the church by Sunday, May 9th.
There is a wooden box at the Welcome Center to put the receipts in.
Remember - grocery, gas, pharmacy, and online shopping receipts are welcome.
Note: we cannot submit the outdated receipts we frequently receive.
Please check your files and bring in your FEBRUARY – MARCH – APRIL receipts
this week so we can receive credit for them.
Hope Lutheran 10th Anniversary Celebration - Sunday, May 16th
9:30 am Worship with Holy Communion and Special Music
10:30 am Anniversary program: “Ten Years in Review”
11:30 am Anniversary Luncheon (reservations due May 2nd)
1:30 – 3:00 pm Public Open House with Special Music
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