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Kris Claeys

Welcome & Prayer Concerns
We Prepare Our Hearts for Worship
*Invocation & Confession
Holy and Mighty God, we come before you in humility asking for your
healing touch upon our lives.
We have sinned against you, by things we have done, and by things we have
failed to do.
We admit that our sin and unbelief has caused us to be distant from your
Word and will, and that we need your saving grace upon our lives.
O God, hear now our humble prayers of confession.
(Time of Silent Confession)

Brothers and sisters in Christ, not because you are worthy, but because He alone
is righteous, can we now come to hear this word of promise: that in love for our
fallen world, God sent Jesus the Christ to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. So,
by the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you your sins in the name of the
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. AMEN
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*Hymn: “Joy to the World”

Text: Isaac Wats Tune: George F. Handel. PUBLIC DOMAIN
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No. 39

*Prayer of the Day:
Stand watch over your family, O Lord, that we who depend entirely on your
heavenly grace may always be protected in the mighty fortress of your love;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. AMEN

First Reading: 1 Kings 3: 4–15
4

And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. Solomon
used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to
Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall give you.” 6 And Solomon
said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my father,
because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart
toward you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a
son to sit on his throne this day. 7 And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant
king in place of David my father, although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go
out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a
great people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. 9 Give your servant
therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good
and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?” 10 It pleased the Lord that
Solomon had asked this. 11 And God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have
not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for
yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 behold, I now do according to your word.
Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you
and none like you shall arise after you. 13 I give you also what you have not asked, both
riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your days. 14 And if you
will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David
walked, then I will lengthen your days.” 15 And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a
dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord,
and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants.

Psalm: Psalm 119: 97–104
97

Oh, how I love your law!
I meditate on it all day long.
98
Your commands are always with me
and make me wiser than my enemies.
99
I have more insight than all my teachers,
for I meditate on your statutes.

(Continued on next page)
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100

I have more understanding than the elders,
for I obey your precepts.
101
I have kept my feet from every evil path
so that I might obey your word.
102
I have not departed from your laws,
for you yourself have taught me.
103
How sweet are your words to my taste,
sweeter than honey to my mouth!
104
I gain understanding from your precepts;
therefore I hate every wrong path.
Second Reading: Ephesians 1: 3–14
3

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the
creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for
adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to the
praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In him we
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of
God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to
us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be
put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and
on earth under Christ. 11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to
the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order
that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13 And
you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your
salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy
Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are
God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.

The “Not Just for Kids” Sermon
*Gospel Hymn: “O Word of God Incarnated”
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Text: William W. How Tune: Neu-vermehrtes Gesangbuch. PUBLIC DOMAIN

*Holy Gospel: Luke 2: 40–52
40

And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was
upon him. 41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the
Passover. 42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43 And
when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in
Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44 but supposing him to be in the group they went a
day's journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and
acquaintances, 45 and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching
for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers,
listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at his
understanding and his answers. 48 And when his parents saw him, they were astonished.
And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so?
(Continued on next page)
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Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” 49 And he said to
them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's
house?” 50 And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. 51 And he went
down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother
treasured up all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in
stature and in favor with God and man.

Sermon

Pastor Mark Nassen

*Hymn: “Take My Life, That I May Be”

Text: Frances R. Havergal Tune: William H. Havergal. PUBLIC DOMAIN

Affirmation of Faith:

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
Eternally begotten of the Father, God From God, Light from Light,
True God from true God, begotten not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
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For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
By the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*Sacrament of Holy Communion: Words of Institution and Our Lord’s Prayer
*Prayers of the Church and Benediction

*Hymn: “The First Noel” (Back of Bulletin)

No. 56

*Call to Service: Pastor: Go in peace, serve the Lord!
People: Thanks be to God!
Postlude

WELCOME TO HOPE!
➢ Council Meeting January 12th at 6:30 pm.
➢ Mark your calendars:
Hope Lutheran Church Annual Meeting will be Sunday, January 30th Immediately
following worship. Annual meeting books will be available later this month.
➢ Reports are Due by January 7th.
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Text and Tune: English carol, c. 17th cent. PUBLIC DOMAIN
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